Special Lecture of WISE ProgramXHaKaSe™ Sansan-juku for Next-Generation Doctoral Talents

andemic Preparedness and
Vaccine Development

The Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) has
reported over 200 disease outbreaks in 2025, highlighting an urgent
need for enhanced public health measures. This lecture will provide an
overview of the latest developments in pandemic preparedness and

vaccine development in Africa.
Date & Time A ‘

March 18(We;),“’ e )i
2026 - ;

17:00-18:30

Venue

MIRAICHI Research Center
3F Open Floor

(Kanazawa University Kakuma-Campus)

———— Professor
Nicaise Ndembi, PhD, MPH

Deputy Director General of the International Vaccine Institute(IVI)
Regional Director of the IVI Africa Regional Office
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Dr Nicaise Ndembi is the Deputy Director General of the International Vaccine Institute(IV1) and the
Regional Director of its Africa Regional Office based in Kigali, Rwanda. He is also an Associate
Professor at the Institute of Human Virology, University of Maryland School of Medicine. Dr Ndembi
studied viral infection and international public health at Kanazawa University’s Graduate School of
Medical Sciences, completing his doctorate in molecular virology in 2004.

Before joining the IVI in 2025, he had been the Principal Advisor to the Director General of the Africa
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), where he established the Partnerships for
Africa Vaccine Manufacturing (PAVM), creating a framework for regional vaccine manufacturing and
self-reliance. He also served as Deputy Incident Manager of the mpox - Marburg Continental
Prevention Preparedness and Response Plan for Africa.

Dr Ndembi has authored and co-authored over 300 peer-reviewed papers and chapters in
professional journals. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Public Health of Africa as well as
AIDS Research and Therapy. In 2025, he was named on both the 2025 TIME100 Health list -
recognizing the 100 most influential people in global health, and the 100 Most Notable Peace Icons
in Africa list.
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